Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



CONFIDENTIAL 
PAGE 01 ROME 02185 201752 Z 
66-60 

ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 ( ADP ) W 

104845 

R 201738 Z MAR 73 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATEWASHDC 7881 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONEIDENTIAL ROME 2185 

EXDIS 

E. 0.11652: XGDS-1 DECLAS. IMPOSSIBLE TO DETERMINE DATE. BYDCM 
TAGS: PEOR SCUL US SY IT 

SUBJECT: US/ SYRIAN RELATIONS - DAMASCUS INTERESTS SECTION 
REEERENCE: STATE 048642; ROME 1998 

1 . ON MARCH 20 WE INFORMED RESPONSIBLE ITALIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY 
OFEICIAL IN GENERAL TERMS ABOUT US- SYRIAN CONTACTS IN NEW YORK 
REGARDING SCHOLARSHIPS AND POSSIBLE EXCHANGE OE INTERESTS 
SECTIONS. 

WE STRESSED CONTACTS WERE IN VERY PRELIMINARY STAGE AND THAT 
INFORMATION SHOULD BE CLOSELY HELD. 

2. OFFICIAL EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR INFORMATION, AND ASKED 
THAT MINISTRY BE KEPT CLOSELY ADVISED SINCE, SHOULD CONTACTS 
PROVE ERUITFUL, ANY DEVELOPMENTS WOULD HAVE EFEECT ON ITALY' S 
ROLE AS PROTECTING POWER FOR US IN SYRIA. 

3. WE AGREED TO KEEP MINISTRY POSTED. VOLPE 
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